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Greetings from the
new president

| am James Dean also known as Jimmy Dean.
During the June 17, 2026 British transportation
museum meeting, | was nominated and elected
to be the new museum president. Officially, the
term begins July 1. 2026. Talking with Pete
Stroble today, June 18, 2026 he has said he’s
stepping down and that | am now acting as the
museum president.

I would like to introduce myself for those who
don’t know me. | have been a member for
approximately eight years and | have served as a
member and volunteer. | have held a position of
member at large and vice president of the
Society at different times. | have a five page
résumé. | will share with anyone, but in short; |
have successfully run several businesses and
have been on numerous nonprofit boards in my
career.

| have owned several British cars in my life from
MGB, Cortina’s, a Triumph, and I’'m now the
proud owner of a 1960 Austin Healy Bugeye
Sprite.

| personally embrace all British transportation,
and | would like to continue to increase our
collection to 100 vehicles. This was a goal set by
Pete years ago, and | wish to stay on track. |
would really like to obtain a British plane, a
British Tank, and possibly a Lunar Rover to add
to our collection.

| want to thank everyone for your continued
membership and support. | also want and will
entertain any suggestions or ideas to better
support the mission of The Society for the
Preservation of British Transportation America.
AKA The British Transportation Museum or BTM
for short.

You can reach me now by email:
Alpenajimmy@gmail.com or by phone/text
989-255-1384.

Please join me in thanking Pete Stroble and his
family for all they have done in the past.

Jimmy Dean

Cars on the move

By Pete Stroble

There are always some juggling of cars going on
at BTM. New acquisitions, car shows, repairs,
etc. have them on the move. Recent activities
include the 1969 Innocenti Mini going to a new
home in Connecticut. This was a car purchased
with help from a member in hopes of making a



profit for BTM. It made a small profit but not
much. It was not in the condition we expected.

Innocenti on the way out

BTM'’s fiberglass Gen 2 MINI is being prepped
for the Cincinnati British Car Day in Fairfield, OH.
It's metal reinforcement came undone in its
original journey from South Shore MINI
dealership in Boston to Ohio. After its repair, it
will be part of the featured marque, the MINI,
and will be displayed in a pond at the center of
the park. Thanks to Ron Ramer for transporting
the MINI and overseeing the needed repairs. He
is also getting the original MINI lighting back in to
working order. BTM’s intent is to eventually
mount the MINI on the outside of the Museum as
was done at the dealerships.

Mini at BTM

Mini frame and fiberglass
repair

1960 MGA Roadster
Progress

By Pete Stroble

The red 1960 MGA Roadster project is nearing
completion. Lights all work and final assembly is
taking place. The carpet is going in with the rest
of the interior. It should be going on the market
soon. Are you interested?




2026 Brits at the
Museum Car Show

By Pete Stroble

The 21st Annual British Transportation Museum
Car Show turned out to be a, mostly, indoor
party. An occasional drizzle kept chasing
entrants indoors where the food, drink, and Ben
& Jerry’s ice cream kept them occupied.

22 entrants played the odds with the weather
and came out anyway. The comradery and the
passion for British cars kept the entrants, plus
many visitors, active and happy. The ever
evolving Museum collection provided new items
of interest. The London Double Decker bus did
not make its grand appearance as a lost title is
keeping it in limbo. It is in our future with just this
technical legal bit to be resolved.

And we made a profit! Besides the entrant fees,
the Car Show ends up creating a lot of economic
activity. From Gift Shop sales, parts sales, three
new memberships, food sales, and generous
donations; we made $764. Not like other years
but not in the red.

On top of this is the new Lifetime Membership of
Tim and Nancy Shaw. The weather prevented
them from making the trip from Michigan but we
hope to catch up with them later this year. Tim
has an MG Midget that was originally sold in
Germany and he has kept the original items that
it was sold with.

Thanks to Amy Fent for Chairing the event,
Mishaal for handling the grill, and the Wilcutt
Family for serving the tasty Ben & Jerry's ice
cream. Many volunteers stepped in to make it a
fun event.

Awards won:

AH Sprite / MG Midget - Jimmy Dean

Aston Martin - Nick Besch

Jaguar (new) - Richard Davis

Jaguar XJ - Chase Burns

Mini Classic - Kylie Magill (First), Dave Lindsey
(Award of excellence)

New Mini - Mishaal (First), Charlie Discoe (Award
of excellence)

MGB/C - Don & Lois Gribler (First), Mary
Solomon (Award of excellence)

MGT - Steven Milby

Triumph TR4/250 - Ron Parks

Triumph TR6 - Scott Huey

Street blocked for the car show

Party at the docks with grill and ice cream



Packard Spring Fling
2026

By Ed Wolfe

The annual Spring Fling fundraiser at America’s
Packard Museum was held on Saturday April
25th. The theme of this year’s event was “The
British Invasion: 250 years of Revolution” as a
tribute to the longstanding Anglo-American
relationship, with particular focus on the
automotive industry. America’s Packard Museum
is on Ludlow street, in a location that was an
active Packard dealership in the 1930’s. It is also
the largest collection of Packard cars on display
in the world. For the event, several British cars
were brought into the Packard Museum and
were on display in the entry room of the
museum. There were various concours grade
British cars including a Triumph TR6, a Jaguar
E-type, an Austin Healey 3000, a 1959 MGA and
most notably Steve Markman’s 1951 MG TD,
generously on loan by his wife Helen.

A gala dinner was held Saturday night, with
Master of Ceremonies Shaun Yu, President of
Dayton Public Radio (WDPR 88.1 FM). Rob
Signom lll, Director of America’s Packard
Museum, spoke to the health and vibrancy of
Dayton automotive culture then introduced
special guest Dr. Jon Murden, Chief Executive of
the National Motor Museum Trust, located in
Hampshire, England. Dr. Murden analyzed labor
relations in post-war British motor manufacturing
for his PhD and spoke about the British-
American connections in the automotive industry
since the late 1800’s. Of note were Ford’s
manufacturing presence in England from the era
of the Model T, GM’s purchase of Vauxhall in
1925 and the collaborative effort during WWII
between Rolls Royce and Packard allowing
Packard to manufacture the Rolls Merlin aircraft
engine in much higher volume than Rolls could
have otherwise achieved.

At the event, Rob Signom presented a special
Appreciation award to Peter Stroble, 25 year
member and President emeritus of the British
Transportation Museum. Pete’s wife Nancy, and
daughters Amy and Amanda were in attendance
to see Pete accept this award. The award was in

recognition of Pete’s many contributions to, and
preservation of, the Dayton automotive
community. It was quite a memorable event for
all involved.

Rob Signom, Packard Museum Pres.
handing Pete "LifeTime Achievement"
award
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Dr. Jon Murden and Pete

Jon showing Sean Hogan his Hillman
Rapier Fastback of which Sean had
one

Sleep in Heavenly
Peace Collaboration

A collaboration between two non-profits might
benefit both of them. Sleep in Heavenly Peace is
a group that makes beds for low income families
that might be sleeping on the floor. SHP is losing
their space and are hoping to move in with BTM.
Their rent payments would help BTM with its
building improvements and expenses.

Damaged plastic material going in the dumpster



Together, we can fix it.

as1...2...3...
e. No problem.

Helping is as easy
No skill. No experienc

SHP Banner

The current plastic recycling business at BTM is
going out of business which would allow us to
move SHP in. The hic-up is getting the plastics
inventory out as quickly and cheaply as possible.
If you see frenzied activity on the West end of
the building involving dumpsters, that is what is
going on. Rumors that BTM is trying to hide
evidence are false. Everything incriminating has
been gone for years.

Our thanks to Jimmy Dean for leading the effort
and Terry, Randy, Sean, Chase, and Mishaal for
providing the man power.

Can anyone identify
this car?

Check out this beautiful Bentley themed stained
glass window | spotted at a restaurant in
Monterey California. The place had 3 such
windows that | saw, the other 2 were for
Mercedes and Bugatti. You have to love the
attention to detail, with iconic British racing green
rendered in glass. It's always nice to see some
timeless art displayed in public establishments.

I’m not an expert on pre-war Bentley models by
any means. Based on minimal research, |
believe this might be a Bentley 4 7% Litre from the
1920's. However, there may be subtle details
that went over my head. Drop me a line at
nathanvaughn303@gmail.com if you can confirm

or deny that hypothesis.






